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My Lord Mogador, April 24, 1889. 
I na: & the honour to transmit herewith my Report on Agriculture 
in the district of this Consulate for the year 1888. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. H. PAYTON. 





Report on Agriculture in the District of Mogador for the Year 1888. 


As mentioned in my report for the previous year, the district round Good rainfall. 
Mogador was visited in the winter of 1887-8 by rainfalls of generally 
fair distribution, the result being moderately good crops, so that the Fair crops. 
agricultural year 1888 may be looked upon as a good one, though not 
one of the very best. 

Wheat and barley are generally grown only for home consumption, Wheat and 
their exportation to foreign countries being forbidden, with the excep- barley. 
tion that the quantities accumulated by the Moorish Government from 
tithes are sometimes shipped for Government account. 

The shipment of wheat and barley, even coastwise, from one port Coastwise 
of the Moorish Empire to another, is only occasionally permitted for a shipment. 
limited period, generally of six months. 

The last permission of this kind was announced for five months from Five months 
February 2, 1889, and is, therefore, still in force, one of the principal from Feb- 
conditions attached to this limited concession being that double the ry, 1889. 
amount of the duty (fixed in the Commercial Convention of 1856 as 
leviable on the cereals in question, supposing their exportation to be 
allowed) should be deposited by the shipper with the Customs’ offi- 
cials at the port of shipment, to be returned to him on production of a 
certificate from the authorities at the place of destination that the grain 
had really been landed at a Moorish port. 

This state of things, of course, tends to greatly discourage the cul- 
tivation of the finer cereals. 

It may be remarked that the duty fixed in 1856 would seem to be High duty. 
quite disproportionate to present prices, both here and on European 
markets, for while wheat and barley, in 1888, averaged respectively 
about 12s, and 4s.a quarter, the duty, supposing them to be exportable, 
would have been 16s. on wheat, and 8s. on barley. 

The permission for the exportation of all grain, say with a reserva- 
tion to the Moorish Government of the power to prohibit the same in 
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years of scarcity, when it might all be required for home consumption, 
would do much to improve the condition of the agricultural classes, 
and to benefit commerce, while, to judge by the records of former 
years, when this larger policy was followed, the Shereefian revenues 
irom duties would far exceed the unsatisfactory profits now derived 
from the exportation of tithe-corn. 

The cultivation of beans has of late years considerably increased ia 
development, commending: itself to the favourable notice of agricul- 
turists in these southern districts, firstly, from the fact that beans can 
be exported, and, therefore, the demand for them for shipment causes a 
steady price to be generally realisable, beans being often worth as 
much in the Mogador market as the finest wheat; while, secondly, a 
very strong point in their favour, from the Moorish farmer’s point of 
view, is, that in many districts they escape the tithe which the Govern- 
ment levies on wheat and barley. The quantity of beans shipped at 
this port in 1885 was 13,075 quarters. 

The foregoing qualifications may be said to apply, in a lesser 
degree, to maize, the price of which during the year averaged. as in 
1887, about 10s. the quarter, the shipments amounting to 7,262 quarters, 
going mostly to England, but a little to Spain. 

Both beans and maize are late crops, depending greatly for their 
success on the later rains of spring,so that, in districts where rivers 
afford no facilities for irrigation, their cultivation is a source of anxiety 
to the husbandman. 

The peas which are shipped from Mogador should rather be denomi- 
nated “ chick-peas,” being in fact the ‘+ garbanzos” of Spain, and the 
“caravances” of some trade-lists; their cultivation is not so im- 
portant in this neighbourhood as in the districts to our north, and 
although the market price averaged 16s., against 15s. in 1887, the 
quantity shipped last year only amounted tv 336 quarters, which, as 
might be expected, went to Fiancee and Spain, in which countries these 
somewhat indigestible peas are much used in cookery. 

Besides these, green peas, fur local consumption, are produced in 
the i aac and were cheap and plentiful from February to 
April. 

A good deal of cummin seed is produced in the districts near the 
city of Marocco (Marakesh in the vernacular), and, in addition to being 
much used by the natives, both Mohammedan and Israelitish, in cooking 
and confectionery, is an article of export. the value for the year being 
quoted at 708/., fur 215 tous of this small grain, shipped to England, 
France, and Spain. 

The palm groves of the interior and southern districts yield quanti- 
ties of this nutritious fruit, sometimes sufficiently in excess of the 
requirements of local consumption iv allow of some reaching the ports 
for shipment, the quantity last. year being 213. tons, valued at 3407. 

The year’s yield of this vil from this district was considerably below 
that of 1887, and as the prices obtainable on the European markets 
were by no means encouraging, a considerable proportion of this yield 
would appear not to have been shipped, but to have been stored in the 
interior, in hopes of better times. 

The oil produced from the kernels of the bitter berries of the argan 
tree (Argania siderorylon), forests of which form an interesting and pecu- 
liarly characteristic feature of the landscape in the neighbouring dis- 
tricts of Southern Morocco, is of extensive, iv fact, universal use in these 
parts both for lighting aud cooking’ purposes. The rank smell and 
taste which characterise the raw oil disappear entirely at a certain 
degree of heat, imparting no disagreeable flavour whatever to food 
properly cooked in it. 
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In spite vf good spring rainfalls, tho truffles, which are an interest- Trufiles. 
ing natural product of this district, seem to have been by no means so 
abundant on our market as I have seen them in some years—never, 
however, in excess of local consumption. 

A good variety and steady supply of most of the well-known European Vegetables. 
and some native vegetables can always be relied on at Mogador, better 
favoured in this respect than the interior districts, where the culture of 
good table vegetables is as much neglected as it is in some parts of 
South Africa. 

The supply of fruit was fairly good during the year, including Fruits. 
abundance of grapes, melons, water-melons, prickly-pears, pomegra- 
nates, figs, oranges, lemons, limes, peaches, apricots, walnuts, quinces, 
apples, and pears, the two latter being very small and poor. 

Somewhat increased attention appears to have becn paid to the Wine. 
production of wine from the native grapes, and the results, where 
more than usual care has been applied to the process, may be said to 
be fairly encouraging, a quite drinkable wine being produced. 

Those Kuropeans who indulge in agricultural operations in con- Farming by 
junction with natives, not being at present, in this district at any rate, Europeans. 
allowed to hold land direct, may be said, as a rule, to look upon their 
“ farms” more as sources of pleasure in the way of visits and excur- 
sions in the spring-time than of substantial profit, and, as mentioned in 
my last report, the provincial governors and sheikhs in this neighbour- 
hood seem to do all in their power to discourage the peasantry under 
their authority from working with Europeans. 7 

In addition to cattle, the hides and horns of which form a small Animals, 
article in our export lists, and sheep, the wool of which is an incon- 
siderable item here, but a very important one a Casablanca, the breed- Breeding of 
ing of goats may be said to be one of the most important branches of goats. 

astoral industry among the natives, both resident and nomad, of 
Southern Barbary. 

The goat-skins are a staple article of the trade with France, while @oat-skin 
a certain quantity has of late years been going to London, for tran- trade. 
shipment to the United States. 

The total value of the shipments, amounting to 30,079/. for 1888, 

49,1720. for 1887, and 63,898. for 1886, shows a considerable decrease, 
which may, I am informed, be partly accounted for by the fact that 
skins from some districts for which Mogador used to be the outlet are 
now sent to other ports for shipment, but is also attributable to dis- 
couragement from lower prices being obtainable on the Marseilles 
market. . 

As far as J can judge, there appear to be no signs of improvements Implements. 
in the extremely primitive implements of agriculture in use among the 
rural population, nor any encouragement to the makers of agricultural 
machinery whose circulars are sometimes received here. 

There would not appear to be any desire on the part of the Moorish 
farmer to invest in European ploughs, or machinery of any kind, the 
only machines used in connection with agriculture which have come 
under my observation being the cleaning or winnowing machines, by 
which some of the merchants—not the farmers—prepare beans and 
maize for shipment. 

The modern system of ensilage is totally unknown in this district, Silos. 
and large quanties of excellent and succulent herbage in the pasture Hay 
lands of Haha and Shiadma are annually dried up by the hot sun of 
the beginning of the long rainless summer, and allowed to waste. 

The prospects of this year’s harvests in the neighbourhood of prospects of 
Mogador may be said to be fairly encouraging in some respects, but 1489. 
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by no means brilliant altogether, for the good early rains of winter 
have not been followed by such abundant spring rains as to favour the 
maturing of the more important, because exportable articles, beans and 
maize, in the numerous districts where irrigation is not feasible. 


Northern The northern ports of my district are more important and interesting, 
ports. from the agricultural point of view, than Mogador itself, as illustrated 


by the following fignres of grain shipments extracted from the Com- 
mercial Report; from Safli, 84,521 quarters of beans, 21,048 quarters 
of maize, 2,915 quarters of peas; Mazagan, 57,071 quarters of beans, 
61,078 quarters of maize, and 37.277, quarters of peas; while from 
Casabli:inca were shipped 71,542 quarters of beans, 74,587 quarters of 
maize, and 21,351 quarters of peas. 

Were the cultivation of wheat and barley encouraged by the per- 
mission of exportation at a moderate duty, the production would 
doubtless be correspondingly large. 

The reports from the Vice-Consulates are here given zn extenso. 


SAFFI. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Hunot remarks :— 

Cropsof 1888. The crops of LS8S were favourable, without exception, in this Vice- 
Consular district. The table of exports shows that the exportation of 
beans, peas, and maize from this port exceeded in quantity that of 
former years. Compared alone with the preceding year, there was an 
increase of 51,400 quarters shipped, besides large stocks being still in 
existence in the country. Their shipment has been somewhat retarded 
by buisterous weather and the inadequacy of lighterage; consequently, 
a considerable part of the yield does not appear in the statistics of this 
year. 

Crops of 1889. Lhere has been a smaller quantity of wheat and barley sown this 

° season than in previous years; the farmers finding it to their interest 
to cultivate in preference beans, peas, and maize, which they find can 
easily be converted into money at the ports, being exportable to 
foreign countries, although under an enormously heavy export duty of 
about Ss. per quarter; whereas the two first mentioned in seasons of 
abundance are hardly realisable, and can only be disposed of in small 
quantities, for the consumption of this country, at extremely low and 
unremunerative rates. 

The crop of beaus now growing: promises well, and the progress 
made in the culture of this cerez] will show itself by the out-turn of a 
large percentage over last year’s yield, if it should escape blight and 
the other risks frequently attending its growth in this country. 

The barley growing looks healthy, as also does the wheat. 

The prices that ruled throughout 1888 were: for wheat, 9s. to 15s. 
per quarter of 480 Ibs. English; for barley, 6s. to $s. per quarter of 
480 Ibs. English. Those for beans, peas, and maize varied in accord- 
ance with the fluctuations of the Buropean markets. 

There are still large stocks of both wheat and barley stored under- 
ground in the interior. 


MAZAGAN. 


Mr, Vice-Consul Redman remarks :— 
TT eet: It is satisfactory to report this year’s harvest of cereals to have 
been an abundant one. 
Crops That of wheat was fairly good, but barley gave a poor result both 
generally. in quantity aud quality, on account of too much rain that soddened the 
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land. Of the other kinds of exportable articles, such as beans, 
garbanzos, and maize, the crops were unusually large. 

These cereals, the exportation of which is prchibited, were allowed Wheat and 
to bo shipped coastwise for a term of six months of the year, but only batley. 
small quantities were embarked at this port, on account of the conditions 
stipulated for their shipment being: onerous. 

An increased extent of Jand is being annually cultivated in this dis- Land 
trict with cereal produce, especially of the exportable kinds. cultivated. 

Notwithstanding the large area of land that is cultivated in the Barren land. 
province of Donkala, a great portion remains annually uncultivat 
owing to want of labour, and capital to work it, and the diminished 
state of tho population. 

The nature of the soil in this district is peculiarly well suited for the Fertility of 
production of cereals, more especially in the large plains of Upper soil. 
Donkala for wheat, and in the lower districts, for garbanzos, beans, and 
harley, and the light sandy soils of the Sahal. or coast line, for maize. 

Farming is carried on to a considerable extent in the interior of the Farming. 
country, in the raising of cattle, sheep, and goats, and a great deal of it 
in connection with Knropeans, whose capital, and a certain deyree of 
protection from the rapacity of the Moorish officials afforded to the 
natives by the association, tends to stimulate this branch of agricul- 
ture. 

The extensive grazing plains of Donkala are adinirably suited for the Cattle. 
breeding and raising of cattle, and a great number of animals are 
annually purchased by agents for transport to the northern ports for 
sale. 

Although the export of cattle is prohibited, the indnstry is considered 
to be a remunerative one, and would be largely increased if the export 
was allowed. 

Sheep are bred extensively in this district, chietly for their wool, Sheep. 
which forms one of the principal articles of the export trade at this port. 

Goats are reared in large numbers in this district, their skins forming Goats. 
an important article of export to France, and of late to the United 
States. 

Oxen vary in price, say from 2/ to 41 each according to condition, Prices of 
demand, and the season of the year. Sheep ds. tu 8s. ; guats, 3s. to 5s, cattle, sheep, 
each. and goats. 

Lorses are bred in considerable numbers in Donkala, and are strong Torses. 
and enduring, but usually a heavy class of animals; those of the province 
of Abda, being of a better breed. 

Mules are the animals chiefly used as beasts of burden and for Mules. 
riding, and are well adapted for the traffic of this country, their value 
is estimated chiefly according to their pace, and varies from §/. tu 20/, 

Camels are very numerous in these districts, being the principal, 1 Camels. 
fact, one might almust say, only transport animals for all the merchan- 
dize and produce which is conveyed to and from the markets in the 
interior of the country. Their prices are from 62. to 202 each, according 
to condition and age. 

Donkeys are numerous, and much used for riding and carrying pur- Donkeys. 
poses, their price varies from 10. to 42 cach. 

Fowls and ducks are largely bred by the country people of this Poultry, fowls, 
district, and the supplies of them to meet the wants of the place and its 4d ducks. 
shipping are considerable, prices ranging, for fowls, from Gd. to Is. 
each; ducks, 10d. to 1s. each. 

Lggs are plentiful, their price being from 1s. 6d. to 2s. per 100, and Eggs. 
aro exported annually in small quantities to Gibraltar. 


. . Does Ses 
he price of beef and mutton varies from 2d. to 4d. per pound : es 
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according to quality, which is not usually of a good description, as the 
animils are hot sta!l fed, and are, from the scarcity of pasture, often in 
a poor condition. 

The vine is largely cultivated in these districts, and is a low 
creeping bush trailing on the ground. The yield is large, both of 
white and black grapes; the latter, with thick skins, but sweet and 
luscious, are greatly used by the Jews for the manufacture of their 
native wine, and dried for raisins. 

Figs are plentiful both in their green and dried state, and the latter 
are used extensively by the Jews for the making of the spirits called 
mahaya or agnadiente. 

Cotton was extensively grown many years back, and with good 
success in the beginning, but ultimately the cultivation of it was 
abandoned on account of the high expenditure required by the irri- 
gation process and other obstacles met with; the result, however, 
proved the suitability of both soil and climate for its production. 

The average price of wheat during the year has been at 14s. per 
quarter, but the demand is limited to home consumption; karley has 
been selling at 10s. per quarter, which is a higher rate than previous 
years on account of the short crop. 

The prospects for the next harvest so far are favourable. 


Dar-ar-Baipa (CasaBLanca). 


Mr. Vice-Consul Hunter remarks :— 

During the past year the agricultural element in this district has 
been very successful both as regards crops and live stock. 

The good rains which fell during the winter of 1887, followed Ly a 
favourable spring, have contributed towards this satisfactory result. 

The crops of beans, maize, and peas, as well as of wheat and 
barley, have been very abundant ; besides which the yields of lentils, 
Fenu Greek seed, and coriander seed have beeu good in proportion to 
the quantities planted. 

There is but little cultivation of fruits in this neighbourhood, no 
doubt vwing to the scarcity of water, as well as the brackish nature of 
it. Even the fruits which are used here for household purposes and 
food are generally brought from Rabat, or from places considerable 
distances olf. 

The cattle have made great strides in recovering what they suffered 
in 1886, and at present are in capital condition. 

The sheep also are greatly improved in condition and increased in 
numbers, so we may anticipate a inuch Jarger wool clip in the coming 
season than was the case last year. 

Camels also are in good condition and plentiful, although with crops 
like those during the past year they are quite inadequate for the 
conveyance of such large quantities of gzain from the producing 
districts to the port of shipment. 

Of late years the Arabs have not taken much care about keeping up 
their breed of horses. ‘They are plentiful euough, and good ones are 
to be found amongst them, but not to the extent that was formerly the 
case. Under these circumstances it is satisfactory to be able to 
mention that efforts are being made, by an English resident here, to 
iinprove the breed by crossing with English thoroughbreds, which he 
imports for the purpose, and I have no doubt good results will be 
obtained. 

Mules of good breed and strength are reared in the country districts. 
The better ones are chiefly used for riding and travelling purposes, 
while the ordinary kinds are useful as pack animals, 
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Donkeys are plentiful and used by the Arabs both for riding and Donkeys. 
light loads. 

Owing to the depressed state of trade in goat-skins during the past 62ts. 
year the animals themselves have had a respite, so the stock of thei 
in the country must be considerable at present. 

The crop prospects for the coming season are very favourable, as Prospects. 
the weather up to the present has been att that could be desired]; and 
the Arabs, thanks to the good results obtained last year, are in a better 
position financially to avail of the chances they can find to plant even 
to a larger exrcut, so if nothing unforseen happens we will, I hope, see 
in 1889 one of the best years the country has known. 

In my report last year I referred to some improvements which hmprore- 
would be a great move towards developing the vast resources, agri- @e" 
cultural and otherwise, of this country. If such could be introduced, 
Morocco would have a great future; and althongh I dy not new repeat 
more on the subje't, it is not that they are any the less to be de-ired 
beth in the interests of trade and for the goud of the country itself. 
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